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SUBJECT: FRANCO-GERMAN SOCIALIST CONVERSATIONS 
REGARDING ITALY 
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1 . DURING LAST WEEK'S MEETING IN BONN, THE FRENCH 
SOCIALIST DELEGATION ALSO DISCUSSED ITALIAN AFFAIRS WITH 
THE GERMAN SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY (SPD). 
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2. ACCORDING TO AN SPD OFFICIAL, THE FRENCH SOCIALISTS 
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CRITICIZED FRG CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT FOR HAVING STATED 
THAT THE WEST WOULD REFUSE AID TO AN ITALIAN GOVERNMENT 
THAT INCLUDED THE COMMUNISTS. THE FRENCH SOCIALISTS 
SAID THAT SCHMIDT'S STATEMENT APPEARED TO SANCTION A 
NOTION OF ECONOMIC BOYCOTT THAT COULD BE USED AGAINST A 
POPULAR FRONT GOVERNMENT IN FRANCE. IT COULD ALSO 
GIVE GISCARD AN ARGUMENT TO USE IN 

ORDER TO DISCOURAGE THE FRENCH FROM VOTING FOR THE LEFT. 

3. ACCORDING TO THE SPD OFFICIAL, THE FRENCH SOCIALISTS 
DO NOT NOW WANT THE PCI IN THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT, 
DESPITE THE FRENCH OPPOSITION TO SCHMIDT S STATEMENT. 

THE FRENCH ARE AFRAID THAT THE PCI WOULD GET THE CREDIT 
FOR ANY ACHIEVEMENTS OF ANY GOVERNMENT IN WHICH THEY 
PARTICIPATE, BUT THAT THE ENTIRE LEFT WOULD GET THE 
BLAME FOR ANY GOVERNMENT FAILURES. BOTH THESE 
DEVELOPMENTS WOULD REDOUND AGAINST THE FRENCH 
SOCIALISTS. WHAT MITTERAND NOW PREFERRED, ACCORDING 
TO WHAT HIS ENVOYS TOLD THE SPD, WAS A GRAND COALITION 
OR SOME KIND OF "EMERGENCY" GOVERNMENT IN ITALY. 
MITTERAND HOPED TO FORM A POPULAR FRONT GOVERNMENT IN 
FRANCE BEFORE THE PCI CAME TO POWER IN ITALY. THEN 

THE SOCIALISTS RATHER THAN THE COMMUNISTS WOULD BENEFIT 
FROM THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE GOVERNMENT. 

4. THE SPD OFFICIAL SAID THAT THE SPD, IN ITS 
CONVERSATIONS WITH THE FRENCH, EXPRESSED ITS CONCERN 
ABOUT THE PARTICIPATION OF THE PCI IN AN ITALIAN 
GOVERNMENT. THE SPD OFFICIAL SAID THAT THIS, HOWEVER, 

WAS NOT EASY TO DO BECAUSE THE SENIOR LEVELS OF THE 
SPD REMAIN DIVIDED ON THIS SUBJECT. EVEN THOUGH 
SCHMIDT IS AGAINST PCI PARTICIPATION IN AN ITALIAN 
GOVERNMENT, OTHER SPD LEADERS ARE NOT PREPARED TO TAKE 
SUCH A HARD LINE. MOREOVER, THOUGH ALL SENIOR SPD 
FIGURES RECOGNIZE THAT SCHMIDT'S STATEMENT MAY BE 
POPULAR IN ANTI-COMMUNIST GERMANY DURING AN ELECTION 
YEAR, THEY FEAR THAT THE ADVERSE INTERNATIONAL 
REACTION HAS GIVEN GERMANY A BLACK EYE THAT IS NOT TO 
THE FRG'S ADVANTAGE OVER THE LONG RUN. 
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